

Name: _____________________


“American” Ideals Essay (30 points): due Friday, October 4th

Your assignment is to write a five-paragraph essay that deals with the relationship between the United States and its foundational years.

Option One:  persuasively answer the question: “Has the United States lived up to the ideal of (insert specific ideal here) as expressed in the Declaration of Independence?”

If you choose this option, your essay must include the following:


1.  An introduction (5 points), including: 

· a hook that draws the reader into your argument

· a thesis statement that clearly states your perspective 

2.  Three body paragraphs (at least 3 sentences each, 15 points total) that each include:

· a topic sentence that clearly states an argument for your thesis statement

· at least two pieces of evidence (facts, data, examples, quotes) that support the topic sentence.  You should draw both on historical and current events.

· a one or two sentence explanation of how each piece of evidence supports the topic sentence or thesis statement

3.  A conclusion (5 points) that includes: 

· a reworded version of your thesis statement

· a brief summary of your main arguments
Option Two: choose some topic in early US history (pre-1877) and argue for its inclusion in the Michigan high school curriculum by exploring the topic and demonstrating its significance.

If you choose this option, your essay must include the following:


1.  An introduction (5 points), including: 

· a hook that draws the reader into your topic/argues for its inclusion

· a clear definition of your topic and its scope 

2.  Three body paragraphs (15 points total) that each include:

· a topic sentence 

· at least two pieces of evidence (facts, data, examples, quotes) that explain support the topic sentence 

· a one or two sentence explanation of how each piece of evidence supports the topic sentence 

3.  A conclusion (5 points) that includes: 

· a brief summary of your main points

· a concluding statement about the significance of your topic in early US history, or advocating why it should be adopted as part of the high school curriculum (if it is not already)
Five points will be assigned for having a title (that is not simply “American Ideals Essay” or “Independent Research Article” () and completing the assignment on time.

Please consider the ideals on the back of the page that we work with in class and choose one to three as a focus for your thesis statement.

Individual Liberty

Equality 

Democracy

Limited Government

Majority Rule, Minority Rights

If you need clarification on these (or other) ideals, there is a simple and clear discussion of them at http://www.sparknotes.com/us-government-and-politics/american-government/american-political-culture/section3.rhtml.  Who knew you could use SparkNotes and not be cheating?  
