

Name: _______________________



Block: _______________________

COURSE:
US History





UNIT: 
The 1950s and the Early Cold War
	DAY / DATE
	TOPICS/ACTIVITIES
	DUE
	HOMEWORK

	Wed    3/6


	Postwar America and the World: The Atomic Cafe


	
	Please read AV pp. 532–537 and Zinn pp. 416-418 answer the questions for Step One.



	Mon    3/11
	Postwar America and the World: The Atomic Cafe

Oral History Project


	Step One
	Please read AV pp. 538–545 and Zinn pp. 419-422 answer the questions for Step Two.



	Wed      3/13


	Tensions escalate… the Origins of the Cold War
	Step Two
	Please read AV pp. 546–553, Zinn pp. 422-428 and answer the questions for Step Three.



	Fri        3/15: 

end of 3rd Interim!


	McCarthyism 
	Step Three
	Please read AV pp. 554–559, Zinn 429-431 and answer the questions for Step Four.



	Mon    3/18


	Containment and the Korean War
	Step Four
	Please read AV pp. 566–571, Zinn pp. 431-434 and answer the questions for Step Five.



	Wed      3/20: Early Release:

Shortened Schedule


	Eisenhower and the Cold War


	Step Five 
	Please read AV pp. 572–579 and 602-606 (up to “Death of a President”) and answer the questions for Step Six.



	Fri        3/22
	Bay of Pigs and Cuban Missile Crisis
	Step Six
	Please read AV pp. 582–587 and answer the questions for Step Seven.



	Mon     3/25


	Society in the 50s and early 60s


	Step Seven 
Dress up like it’s the 50s for extra credit! 


	Finish your proposal for your oral history project!



	Wed      3/27


	“Other” Americans… the not-so affluent society of the 1950s


	Oral History Project Proposal 


	Happy Spring Break!  Prepare for our review game and work on the oral history project…



	Mon     4/8


	Wrap up & 50s Review


	
	Study for Cold War Test

	Wed      4/10


	50s/Cold War Test
	
	


Study Guide for Fifties and the Early Cold War Unit:

	Key Actors
	Key Terms
	Maps/Geography/Places

	Joseph Stalin

Harry Truman

George Kennan

Douglas MacArthur

John Foster Dulles

Mao Zedong

J. Edgar Hoover

Ronald Reagan

Joseph McCarthy

Richard Nixon

Alger Hiss

Ethel & Julius Rosenberg

Dwight D. Eisenhower

Nikita Kruschev

Gammal Abdel Nasser

John F. Kennedy

Fidel Castro

Jonas Salk

James Dean

Lucille Ball

Ed Sullivan

Chuck Berry

Nat King Cole 

Elvis Presley

Jack Kerouac

The Beats

Lorraine Hansberry

Dr. Evelyn Hooker

Christine Jorgensen

“Isms” and ideals:

capitalism

socialism

democracy

totalitarianism

freedom

equality

individualism

collectivism

Bolded terms are not in Zinn or AV… look and listen for them in class!
	Cold War

satellite nations

proxy war

Yalta Conference

Long Telegram

limited war

Marshall Plan

Truman Doctrine

containment

Berlin Blockade

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)

Warsaw Pact

Non-Aligned Movement 

McCarthyism

McCarren Act

HUAC

censure

Project Venona

Eisenhower Doctrine

MAD

brinkmanship 

Suez Crisis

Sputnik 

military-industrial complex

GI Bill

Taft-Hartley Act

closed shop

right-to-work laws

Federal Highway Act

Levittown

U-2 Spy Plane

Berlin Wall

Cuban Missile Crisis

multinational corporations

blue-collar workers

white-collar workers

franchises

ENIAC & UNIVAC

baby boom

Rock ‘n’ Roll

poverty line

urban renewal

Bracero Program

termination policy

juvenile delinquency
	East Germany

West Germany

Berlin

Bikini Atoll

NATO members

Warsaw Pact members

Iron Curtain

Iran

Guatemala

Greece

Turkey

Korea

Lebanon

Hungary

Cuba

Vietnam

Appalachia



	
	
	Key Dates:

	
	
	1944 – GI Bill enacted

1945 – Feb: Yalta Conference

July: Potsdam Conference

1948 – Executive Order 9981 signed

1948-49 – Berlin Airlift

1950 – Korean War begins

1953 – Armistice signed in Korea (but the war never ends)

1957 – Sputnik launched

1960 – U-2 Spy Plane incident

1961 – Berlin Wall built

1962 – Cuban Missile Crisis


Remember, you only have to answer questions for homework, but I’m giving you the terms that you will eventually need to know for the test so you can make sure you’re learning them along the way.  Please turn in your steps on separate, clearly labeled sheets of paper.

Step One: Read American Vision (AV) pp., 532–537 and A People’s History of the United States (Zinn) pp. 416-418 and answer the following questions:

Terms: Joseph Stalin, Harry Truman, Cold War, satellite nations, Yalta Conference, Potsdam Conference, Iron Curtain, East and West Germany

1. How did different economic systems cause tensions between the United States and the USSR?

2. What does Zinn mean when he says that the Cold War was in large part a creation of the U.S. to “establish a climate of fear – a hysteria about Communism – which would steeply escalate the military budget and stimulate the economy with war-related orders”?  What is your reaction to that statement?

3. Did you previously know about US intervention in Greece?  If not, did it surprise you?  Why or why not?

Step Two: Read American Vision (AV) pp. 538–545 and Zinn pp. 419-422, and answer the following questions:

Terms: George Kennan, Douglas MacArthur, Dwight D. Eisenhower, John Foster Dulles, Mao Zedong, the Long Telegram, limited war, Marshall Plan, Truman Doctrine, containment, Berlin Blockade, North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), Warsaw Pact

1.  How did the Truman Doctrine and the Marshall Plan address the spread of communism?

2. According to Zinn, how did the Korean War influence U.S. politics at home?  Can you think of any similarities in history before or since?

3.  According to Zinn, how did the “wave of anti-imperialist insurrection in the world” threaten the U.S. government?  
Step Three: Read AV pp. 546–553, Zinn pp. 422-428, and answer the following questions.

Terms: J. Edgar Hoover, Ronald Reagan, Joseph McCarthy, Richard Nixon, Alger Hiss, Ethel & Julius Rosenberg, the Red Scare, McCarthyism, McCarren Act, HUAC, censure, Project Venona, Taft-Hartley Act
1. Explain ways that the Red Scare and McCarthyism changed American Society and government.

2. What was significant about the McCarran Act?  Which civil rights did it violate?
3. Why did the U.S. government prosecute the Rosenbergs so harshly?  Why did so many people protest their sentences (use both Zinn and American Vision for this one)?
Step Four: Read  AV pp. 554–559, Zinn pp. 429-431, and answer the following questions.

Terms: Dwight D. Eisenhower, Nikita Kruschev, Gammal Abdel Nasser, John F. Kennedy, Fidel Castro, Eisenhower Doctrine, MAD, brinkmanship , Suez Crisis, Federal Highway Act, Sputnik, military-industrial complex

1. How did the US government (specifically Eisenhower) want to depend on nuclear weapons instead of traditional military approaches to war?    


 …cont’d on next page…

2. What is your opinion of the Eisenhower Doctrine?  

3. What do you think of Eisenhower’s warning about the military-industrial complex?  Do you think his predictions have come true?

4. Do you think that U.S. intervention in Iran and Guatemala was justified?  Why or why not?

Step Five: Read AV pp. 566–571, Zinn pp. 431-434.
Terms: GI Bill, Taft-Hartley Act, closed shop, right-to-work laws, “Do-Nothing Congress,” Fair Deal, “dynamic conservatism,” Federal Highway Act, U-2 Spy Plane, Berlin Wall, Cuban Missile Crisis

1. What challenges did Truman face in the years following the war?  

2. How did the GI Bill and the Taft-Hartley Act change society?

3. What is your opinion of the way the Bay of Pigs invasion was handled?

4. What evidence does Zinn give that the effort to destroy the “Communist-radical upsurge of the New Deal and wartime years” was successful?
Step Six: Read AV pp. 572–579 and 602-606 (up to “Death of a President”) and answer the following questions.
Terms: Levittown, multinational corporations, blue-collar workers, white-collar workers, franchises, ENIAC & UNIVAC, baby boom, Rock ‘n’ Roll, Jonas Salk, James Dean, Lucille Ball, Ed Sullivan, Chuck Berry, Nat King Cole, Elvis Presley, Jack Kerouac, The Beats

1.   How did the workplace and the economy change in the 1950s? 

2. How did Rock ‘n’ Roll change American society? 

3. What were the major events in Kennedy’s presidency in terms of foreign policy?

Step Seven: Read AV pp. 582–587, and answer the following questions. 
Terms: poverty line, urban renewal, Lorraine Hansberry Bracero Program, termination policy, Appalachia, juvenile delinquency

1. What were the effects of the baby boom on U.S. society?

2. Why did urban renewal largely fail in this period?

3. According to American Vision, what five groups did not share in the prosperity of the 1950s?

4. Why were minority groups hit so hard by poverty, as compared with whites, in the 1950s?

Food for thought: Why do we call it the “Cold War?  Was it really all that cold?  For whom?

