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US History Oral History Project Proposal
Due: Wednesday, March 27th, 2012

25 points (out of a total of 100 for the whole project)

In this project you have the task of interviewing someone (preferably age 55 or older) about three decades they remember.  Your interviewee does not need to be a family member, but many students have found interviewing someone they care about (a neighbor, relative or family friend) to be most meaningful.  Choose three decades between 1930s-90s to structure your interview – I recommend choosing decades you are particularly interested in or curious about.  Given the history you have learned (or research you do, if you’re focusing on a time period we haven’t studied yet), come up with at least seven questions per decade to ask your subject.  These questions should be thoughtful, open ended and allow for stories and opinions to surface; a good interview will sound more like a thoughtful conversation than a script.  Listening carefully and asking follow up questions like “why?” “can you explain what you mean when you say…?” and “how did you react to that?” is key. 

Your proposal should be typed and must include the following:

· Who you plan to interview and why you chose that person.

· Their contact information (phone number, email), when and how (by phone, Skype, in person, etc.) you plan to interview them (this is just to assure that you have secured an interviewee – I won’t be contacting them myself).

· At least five personal biography questions you will ask them to help structure your introduction (full name, when and where you were born, grew up, lived at different times, profession and passions etc.).

· A list of the three decades you have chosen.

· The seven (or more) questions you will ask for each of the three decades (that’s at least 21 in total).  These entail research on your part so you understand the significance of the events you ask about.  For example, it will seem odd if you ask “what do you think about what was going on in Cambodia in the 70s?” if you don’t know what was happening there yourself.

Some good examples of questions:

1. In our class we learned about (New Deal Reforms, the American reaction to the Holocaust, the bombing of Pearl Harbor, insert other major historical phenomenon here).  What do you remember about this event/phenomenon?

2. Did you agree with (insert relevant historical figure here)’s decision to (Intern Japanese Americans, enter a war, persecute dissidents, use the National Guard to help desegregate schools, protest against the government, break the law)?  Why or why not?

3. Who did you support in the 19__ election?  Why?

4. How did (a war, a movement, an executive order, a court decision, an economic phenomenon) affect your life directly?

5. What kind of music/food/clothing/TV/books were you into in this time period?  How did they compare with what was popular?

Please make arrangements and write up your proposal to turn in the last day we have class before Spring Break.  Double check to make sure you have all of the requirements for the proposal, because they are each worth points!

If you’re looking for topics in decades we haven’t covered yet, please check out the table below (adapted from Cindy’s suggestion table) and add your own as you do research:

	1960s
	1970s
	1980s
	1990s

	· JFK & LBJ

· Cuba

· First African American on the Supreme Court

· Counter culture 

· Civil Rights movement

· Malcolm X & MLK

· Vietnam & antiwar movment

· Space Program

· Assassinations of JFK, RFK, MLK

· The Great Society

· Rock music

· The Feminine Mystique
· Stonewall 

· Cold War, cont’d

· 
	· Nixon/Agnew

· The Women’s Liberation Movement

· COINTELPRO

· Equal Rights Amendment (ERA)

· Nixon visits China

· Clean Air Act

· Cambodia

· end of Vietnam

· Gas/energy crisis

· Carter/Mondale

· Amnesty for draft dodgers

· Iranian Revolution & hostage crisis

· Cold War, cont’d, Detente

· 
	· Reagan/Bush

· New Immigration

· Resurgence of conservatism

· First woman on the Supreme Court

· Soviet invasion of Afghanistan

· Amnesty for illegal immigrants

· AIDS

· Sally Ride

· Embassy bombings in Beirut

· Iran Contra Scandal

· Exxon Valdez

· Yuppies

· Rise of corporate America

· Cold War cont’d, fall of the Berlin Wall

· 
	· Clinton/Gore

· First Gulf War

· Tiananmen Square

· Amnesty for illegal immigrants

· Hubble telescope

· Health care debates

· End of Apartheid

· Operation Desert Storm

· Collapse of the USSR

· Waco

· Rodney King Riots

· WTC bombing

· Rise of the Internet

· OJ Simpson Trial

· Rwandan Genocide

· Oklahoma City Bombing

· Unabomber

· Columbine Shootings

· End of the Cold War

· 


