

Name: ________________________


Oral History Project Write-up:  Due April/May _________, 2012
 75 pts (+proposal = 100 pts)

Once you have conducted your interview, you will need to do the following:

Transcribe it.  You need not transcribe irrelevant tangents or small talk before or after the interview itself, but do your best to type up an accurate transcript for all substantive answers to your questions.  Make sure to include follow up questions that you ask so I can see the kind of reporting you do – it’s important for any journalist to follow leads that might be interesting or revealing. 15 pts.
Analyze it.  Here is where you get to the “meat” of the assignment, where you give your own reactions to the interview informed by history (either in the form of research you have done or in our studies as a class).  I like to know what you enjoyed about doing the interview, but analysis goes deeper than that.  It examines the interaction between the individual and larger historical trends, events, and phenomena.  For this section I recommend that you brainstorm a couple of pages of notes answering the questions on the back of this sheet and then string together your answers in a formal paper.  Although I expect you to adhere to the conventions of formal writing, you are free to use first person (“I was most impressed with my grandfather’s admiration for President Truman…”).  You are not restricted in your format; different types of organization work for different types of interviews.  You might choose to write a paragraph or two on each decade chronologically, to discuss themes or life stages, or to zero in on the experiences you believe were most formative in your subject’s life.  Be concise, but give adequate attention to the issues raised in your interview.  Because there is not a specific length requirement, I expect you to use good judgment here; I am not expecting a 12-page analysis here, but one to two pages certainly won’t be enough to do justice to thirty years of lived history.  Be creative and analytical here and show me what you learned. 45 pts.
Write up an intro (5 pts.) and conclusion (5 pts.) and make a cover sheet (5 pts).  Your intro should include the context of the interview and all relevant biographical information learned from the interview (“On a rainy Wednesday in April, I sat with my neighbor Michelle Shao in her worn but comfortable arm chair, while we discussed her experiences in the 30s, 40s and 50s.  Marla is a distinguished Chinese American woman who was born in 1927 in Manhattan…”) You should also explain why you chose this person as your subject and how you know him or her.

Your conclusion should wrap up your reflection on the oral history experience.  It may overlap some with your analysis, and this is fine – a good conclusion always refers back to the main points of the paper.  You may look to the final questions on the back of this sheet to help you wrap up your thoughts and state what you took away from the experience of researching, interviewing and writing your oral history.

Your cover sheet should include a title, the date of the interview and name of your subject, your name, the due date, and the name of the class.

Turn it in on time.  Please write the date you signed up to turn in your paper at the top of this sheet.  Because I am letting you sign up for a due date of your choice (first-come, first-served), I have very high expectations that you turn in your paper on time.  For each class period that it is late I will deduct 10% of the total points.

1. How did the historical events in the decades you chose affect the life of your subject?  

2. How did it increase or deepen your understanding of those events?  

3. Did you learn about aspects of history that you had never encountered before?  

4. Which historical event had the greatest impact on your subject’s life?  

5. What aspect of history or politics did s/he speak most passionately about? 

6. Did you notice any common themes to your subject’s stories or the way they told them? 

7. What government policies or decisions affected your subject’s life?  

8. Are there any identity markers (gender, race, religion, socioeconomic class, sexual orientation, place of origin, level of education or profession) that had a significant impact on your subject’s life?  How so?

9. How do you think history shaped your subject as a person?  

10. How did your subject develop his/her political point of view and view of history?  What is his or her resulting worldview?

11. What experiences and/or identities influenced that development?  

12. Was your interview subject eager to talk about certain experiences?  Why do you think so?

13. Was your interview subject reticent (reluctant or unwilling) to discuss certain experiences or aspects of history?  Why do you think so?

14. What did you learn from the interview?  

15. What did you find most surprising?  Most interesting?  

16. How did this interview change your perspective of the decades you chose?

17. How did this interview change your understanding of politics and history?

18.   …

19.   …

20.   … 

21.   …

22.   …

1st block Oral History due dates sign-up:

Monday, April 29th:


1.


2.

   3.

   4.

Monday, May 6th:

1.

2.

   3.

Monday, May 13th:
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2.

   3.

Monday, May 20th:


1.


2.

   3.

Wednesday, April 31st: 


1.


2.

   3.

   4.

Half Day!

Wednesday, May 15th:


1.


2.

   3.

Wednesday, May 22nd:


1.


2.

   3.

Friday, May 2nd:


1.


2.

   3.

4.

Friday, May 10th:


1.


2.

   3.

Forum Day

Field Day

Memorial Day: May 27th
 Wednesday, May 29th:
     Make Up Presentations


1.


2.

   3.

