Name: _______________________


The Major Events World War II in Europe: A Simplified Timeline

August 1914-November 1918:  ________ ___________ War is waged.

1919:  Treaty of ____________ signed, laying ground work for WWII.

1918:  Czechoslovakia is established after the fall of the ___________-Hungarian Empire following the First World War.  The country is made up of two groups of Slavic peoples, the Czechs and the Slovaks.

1921:  Adolf Hitler becomes leader of National Socialist Workers Party (___________).

1923:  Beer Hall Putsch is unsuccessful and Hitler is _____________.

1925:  “Mein Kampf” (___ ____________), Hitler’s book, is published.

1933:  Japan attacks ___________

           NAZI party gains majority in Reichstag, Hitler becomes __________ of Germany

           ____________ burns in “mysterious” fire, other political parties abolished

           Hitler denounces the Treaty of Versailles.

           Public ________ burnings in Germany.

           Anti-Jewish laws passed in Germany: no Kosher butchering, no Jewish Civil            

                servants, no Jewish __________, quotas for Jews in universities…

          Any Germans holding non-NAZI political meetings are subject to arrest and

                Imprisonment in ________________ camps (first is Oranienburg, outside of Berlin).

           Dachau built as a concentration, work camp (specific ________ camps not yet built, but

                elderly and young and disabled or sick have difficulty surviving harsh 


    conditions of camps).

1934:  Von Hindenburg dies, Hitler declares himself President and Chancellor, “der 

               Fuhrer” of the _________ Reich.

1935:  __________ Laws passed in Germany: rights of citizenship taken away from Jews

                civil rights removed, Jews could not employ non-Jews, sexual relations between

                Jews and non-Jews prohibited, no licenses for Jewish ___________, dentists, or lawyers.

1936:  Italy invades ___________.

           _____________ Civil War begins.

           German troops occupy Rhineland and Hitler re-arms Germany (area between       

                 __________ and Germany demilitarized by the terms of the Versailles Treaty).

            Olympic Games take place in Berlin (including _________ __________’ four gold medals).      

1937:  Hitler aids ____________’s efforts in Spain by “loaning” him use of the German Air

                Force to bomb Loyalist strongholds like Guernica.

           Japanese seize Peking (now ____________).

           _____________ _____________gives “Quarantine Speech” (separating the United States from

                 an “epidemic of world lawlessness”).

            Buchenwald concentration camp is built near Weimar, Germany.

1938:  March:  Germany “annexes” Austria.

           September:  Hitler meets with European powers at _____________.

                                    British Prime Minister Neville _________________ and others pressured

the Czechoslovak government to cede the Sudeten Region to Germany, in order to “buy __________ in our time.”

            November:  “Kristallnacht” the night of  ________ _____________, “spontaneous” 

                                     demonstrations against Jews all over Germany are ordered

                                     by Josef  Goebbels, NAZI Minister of ________________ in response

                                     to a young Jewish student in Paris killing a German official after

                                     hearing his parents were deported.

                                 30,000 Jews placed in concentration camps for “protective custody”

                                 Bank accounts of Jews frozen, Jewish children forbidden to attend

                                      Public schools, limited number of hours a week to buy food

December:  Parks, theaters, and museums were closed to Jews, radios, telephones              

                            taken, Jews required to wear Yellow _________ in public and were restricted    

                            to certain areas.                                      
       

1939:  March:  Germany invades _________________________.

                         Spanish Civil War ends with Franco in power.

           August:  Russian Soviets and Germans sign non-aggression pact

                          (a pact of “mutual cynicism”).

                         _____________ and England sign Mutual Assistance Treaty, British Fleet

                               Mobilizes, civilian evacuations begin in London.

           September:  Germany invades Poland.  France and Great Britain declare war

                                    on Germany, U.S. proclaims _____________ but will sell arms to

                                    non-aggressors on a “cash and carry” basis.

           October/November: ___________ begin euthanasia on sick and disabled in Germany,

                                                    Assassination attempt on Hitler fails. 

         Jews ordered to wear ___________ identity arm bands in all countries 

 


         under German rule.   

1940:  February:  The Gestapo begins to take Jews into “protective custody” and

                                  deport them to concentration (work) camps.

           April:  Germany invades Norway and Denmark, Auschwitz built.

May:  Germany invades ____________, Belgium, Luxembourg, Holland.

May/June: Norway, Belgium, Holland, France, Luxembourg, Yugoslavia,

                       Surrender to Germany, Italy invades Greece.

July:  Battle of Britain begins, massive German air raids over England, “Blitz______”

              to continue throughout the war.   

September:  United States begins conscription, Tripartite (AXIS) Pact signed by 

                          Germany, _________, and Japan.

November:  Warsaw ___________ is sealed by a brick wall.

1941:  January:  Roosevelt introduces “Lend-Lease” approved by Congress in March.

           June:  Germany invades its “ally” the Soviet _________.

           July:  Hermann Goering begins plans for the “_________ __________” (the death of 

                European Jews).

           October:  Mass deportations of Jews from all over Europe to ____________ camps

                 begins.

            December 7:  Japanese bomb _______ __________, United States declares  war on Japan

                                        Germany declares war on the __________ ______________.

1942:  January:  Wanasee Conference of German leaders from manufacturing, railroads,

                                Businesses get together to detail plans for killing of the Jews

           June:  Death camps (like Treblinka) built, concentration camps converted to death

                          Camps

1942-1945:  War continues

     June 6, 1944 D-Day landings

     April 21, 1945 Soviet troops reach Berlin, April 30 ______________ commits suicide.

     May 7, 1945 Unconditional surrender of all ______________ forces to the Allies.

     May 8, 1945 VE (Victory in ______________) Day.

     August 6, 1945 Atomic Bomb dropped on _____________, Japan.

     August 9, 1945 Second Atomic Bomb dropped on _____________, Japan.

     August 14, 1945 Japanese surrender, VJ (Victory over ___________) Day.

